
Calamity Lesson Plan #2 

AP Language and Composition 

 

HEY KIDS!!! Guess what! You don’t have to read half the crap on this page.  Just skip down to the chart under 

Instructional Procedures on the next page. 

 

 

Lesson Summary: students will read an excerpt by Abigail Adams and evaluate her theme, style, and voice 

importance in an essay designed to get them to analyze the manner in which he employs rhetorical strategies. 

 

Estimated Duration: 40 minutes 

 

Standards Connection:  

• Anchor Standards for Reading [2, 3]: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and evaluate 

their development, analyzing the key supporting details or ideas, as well as how ideas develop and 

interact over the course of a text. 

• Anchor Standards for Writing [1]: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

Materials and Resources: 

• Excerpt from Abigail Adams 

• Microsoft Word or another similar program in which to write the essay 

• Internet Connection and email account from which you can email Mr. Pastor the essay as an 

attachment. 

• Mr. Pastor’s email address: chris.pastor@wheelersburg.net 

 

Vocabulary: 

• Rhetoric: the art of persuasion or manners of persuasion 

 

Attachments: 

None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Instructional Procedures 

 

STEP 1: The text on which you are writing has been posted on the next page.  Read it and 

take notes as you do on the rhetorical strategies it employs to be effective:  

STEP 2: Write an essay that analyzes how Adams uses rhetorical strategies to make her 

argument (don’t forget to mention what his argument is) 

 

STEP 3: Save your document and email it to me at chris.pastor@wheelersburg.net  Please make 

sure you attach your essay. For information on how this will be graded, please consult the rubric 

on the next page 

STEP 4: Have a pleasant day of calamity. 

 

Assessment: students will be graded according to the rubric (see last page) based on their ability to evaluate the 

rhetorical strategies with which Adams makes her argument. 

 

 

 



 

 
2016 AP® ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

 

Question 2 (Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section score.) 
 

Abigail Adams, the wife of John Adams, was a central figure in the independence and an early proponent for women’s rights. In 1776 

she wrote to her husband, who was serving in Congress and was a member of the committee to draft the Declaration of Independence. 

Read the following excerpt from the letter and write an essay that analyzes how Abigail Adams uses rhetorical strategies to for 

women’s rights. 

 
Braintree, Massachusetts 7-9 May, 1776.  

How many are the solitary hours I spend, ruminating 

upon the past, and anticipating the future, whilst you, 

overwhelmed with the cares of state, have but a few 

moments you can devote to any individual.  

All domestic pleasures and enjoyments are absorbed in 

the great and important duty you owe your country, for 

our country is, as it were, a secondary god, and the first 

and greatest parent. It is to be preferred to parents, 

wives, children, friends, and all things, the gods only 

excepted ; for, if our country perishes, it is as impossible 

to save an individual, as to preserve one of the fingers of 

a mortified hand. Thus do I suppress every wish, and 

silence every murmur, acquiescing in a painful 

separation from the companion of my youth, and the 

friend of my heart.  

I believe t'is near ten days since I wrote you a line. I 

have not felt in a humor to entertain you if I had taken 

up my pen. Perhaps some unbecoming invective might 

have fallen from it. The eyes of our rulers have been 

closed, and a lethargy has seized almost every member. I 

fear a fatal security has taken possession of them. Whilst 

the building is in flames, they tremble at the expense of 

water to quench it. In short, two months have elapsed 

since the evacuation of Boston, and very little has been 

done in that time to secure it, or the harbour, from future 

invasion. The people are all in a flame, and no one 

among us, that I have heard of, even mentions expense. 

They think, universally, that there has been an amazing 

neglect somewhere. Many have turned out as volunteers 

to work upon Noddle's Island, and many more would go 

upon Nantasket, if the business was once set on foot. " 

T'is a maxim of state, that power and liberty are like heat 

and moisture. Where they are well mixed, everything 

prospers ; where they are single, they are destructive."  

A government of more stability is much wanted in this 

colony, and they are ready to receive it from the hands of 

the Congress. And since I have begun with maxims of 

state, I will add another, namely, that a people may let a 

king fall, yet still remain a people ; but, if a king let his 

people slip from him, he is no longer a king. And as this 

is most certainly our case, why not proclaim to the 

world, in decisive terms, your own importance?  

Shall we not be despised by foreign powers, for 

hesitating so long at a word?  

I cannot say, that think you are very generous to the 

ladies for, whilst you are proclaiming peace and good-

will to men, emancipating all nations, you insist upon 

retaining an absolute power over wives. But you must 

remember, that arbitrary power is like most other things 

which are very hard, very liable to be broken and, 

notwithstanding all your wise laws and maxims, we have 

it in our power, not only to free ourselves, but to subdue 

our masters, and, with out violence, throw both your 

natural and legal authority at our feet.  

Charm by accepting, by submitting sway, Yet have our 

humor most when we obey.  

I thank you for several letters which I have received 

since I wrote last ; they alleviate a tedious absence, and I 

long earnestly for a Saturday evening, and experience a 

similar pleasure to that which I used to find in the return 

of my friend upon that day after a week's absence. The 

idea of a year dissolves all my philosophy.  

Our little ones, whom you so often recommend to my 

care and instruction, shall not be deficient in virtue or 

probity, if the precepts of a mother have their desired 

effect ; but they would be doubly en forced, could they 

be indulged with the example of a father alternately 

before them. I often point them to their sire, engaged in a 

corrupted state, Wrestling with vice and faction.  

…Pray be kind enough to remember me at all times, and 

write, as often as you possibly can, to your  

PORTIA [Abigail’s code name during the revolution] 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Rubric: 

0- Not turned in 
 
1- Unacceptable due to incoherence or inappropriateness 
 
2- little success in developing the text 
  - not good at providing a definite evaluation or achieving a distinctive voice and style 
  - goes off on a tangent 
  - pretty weak writing with grammar errors, lack of development / control 
 
3- has all the qualities of a 4 
 - less success at developing a text 
 - less success at providing a definite evaluation or achieving a distinctive voice and style 
 - not very well written 
 
4. inadequate development of the text 
 - inadequate at providing a definite evaluation or achieving a distinctive voice and style 
 - writing is somewhat clear, but still weak 
 
5 - Develops the text, but only just enough 
 - Only barely provides a definite evaluation or achieves a distinctive voice and style 
 - clear evaluation, examples develop student's voice and style 
 - writing is clear, but not anything special 
 
6- Adequately develops the text 
 - Provides a clear evaluation and achieves a distinctive voice and style in a solid manner 
 - writing is generally clear and understandable 
 
7- everything from 6 
 - more complete, more thorough, more mature 
 
8 - Effectively provides an evaluation 
 - Contains a definite evaluation, distinctive voice, and original style 
 - May examine implications beyond the world created in the text 
 - Prose is authentic and convincing 
 - good control over elements of style in one's own writing 
 - doesn't have to be perfect 
 
9 - everything from an 8 

 - especially sophisticated and impressive 


