
Calamity Lesson Plan #1 

English II, College Prep 

 

HEY KIDS!!! Guess what! You don’t have to read half the crap on this page.  Just skip down to the chart under 

Instructional Procedures on the next page. 

 

Lesson Summary: students will read several texts on the charge of the English Light Brigade in the 1850s and 

write a synthetic and evaluative essay about how each of these texts enhances the reader’s appreciation for that 

specific historical event.  

 

Estimated Duration: 45 minutes 

 

Standards Connection:  

• Anchor Standards for Reading [6, 7, 9]: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content 

and style of a text. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. Analyze how two or more texts address similar 

themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

• Anchor Standards for Writing [1]: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

Materials and Resources: 

• Text of “Background to the Charge of the Light Brigade,” by the University of East Anglia 

• Text of “The Charge of the Light Brigade,” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

• Lyrics of “The Trooper,” by Iron Maiden 

• Song of “The Trooper,” by Stryper 

• Microsoft Word or another similar program in which to write the essay 

• Internet Connection and email account from which you can email Mr. Pastor the essay as an 

attachment. 

• Mr. Pastor’s email address: chris.pastor@wheelersburg.net 

 

Vocabulary: 

• Light Brigade: division of lightly armed soldiers on horseback, armed with rifles and sabres 

• Stylistic devices: elements of style 

 

Attachments: 

• You may read the text of “Background to the Charge of the Light Brigade” at the following link: 

http://www.adnax.com/poemnotes/alt01background.htm 

• You may read the text of “The Charge of the Light Brigade,” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson, at the 

following link: http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/tennyson/charge.html 

• You may read the text of “The Trooper,” by Iron Maiden, at the following link: 

http://www.metrolyrics.com/the-trooper-lyrics-iron-maiden.html 

Note: I have checked all the banner ads, and there’s nothing bad that should pop up 

• You may listen to the song for “The Trooper,” by Stryper, at the following link: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKMe7VjhucY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Instructional Procedures 

 

STEP 1: Click on the following links to examine the following texts:  

• Read and take notes on “Background to the Charge of the Light Brigade” at the following 

link: http://www.adnax.com/poemnotes/alt01background.htm 

• Read and take notes on “The Charge of the Light Brigade,” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson, at the 

following link: http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/tennyson/charge.html 

• Read and take notes on “The Trooper,” by Iron Maiden, at the following link: 

http://www.metrolyrics.com/the-trooper-lyrics-iron-maiden.html 

STEP 2: Write an essay (2.5-3 pages, typed, 40 points, 1.5 weight� 60 points total) that evaluates how 

each of these texts utilizes stylistic devices (elements of style ) to enhance the reader’s appreciation for the 

specific historical event that was the Charge of the Light Brigade.  Your essay should feature an introduction, 

body, and conclusion. NOTE: I don’t what you summarizing the texts for me. I’ve studied them already.  I 

want the focus of your essay to be on evaluating how each text utilizes stylistic devices to enhance how 

a reader could appreciate the Charge of the Light Brigade (with analyzed examples, please). 

 

STEP 3: Save your document and email it to me at chris.pastor@wheelersburg.net  Please make sure you 

attach your essay. For information on how this will be graded, please consult the rubric on this page. 

STEP 4: Have a pleasant day of calamity. 

 

 

See next page for rubric 



 

Assessment: students will be graded according to the following rubric based on their ability to evaluate these 

texts. 

Rubric: 

4:  

� Fully sustained and consistently focused 

� Answers All Parts 

� Extremely well developed 

� Effective introduction, conclusion, progression 

� Variety of Transitions 

� Word choice variety 

� Compelling ideas, examples, evidence 

� Engaging Style 

� Effective and fluid use of evidence 

� Grammatically sound 

3 

� Adequately sustained and focused 

� Answers All Parts 

� Adequately developed 

� Adequate introduction, conclusion, progression 

� Adequate Transitions and Word Choice 

� Adequate ideas, examples, evidence 

� Adequate Style 

� Adequate use of evidence 

� Grammatically Adequate (some errors, but not systematic) 

2 

� Somewhat sustained and somewhat focused 

� Answers All Parts 

� Inconsistently developed 

� Weak introduction, conclusion, progression 

� Weak Transitions and weak word choice 

� Uneven ideas, examples, evidence 

� Weak or uneven Style 

� Weak or uneven use of evidence 

� Frequent grammar errors 

1 

� insufficiently sustained and inconsistently focused 

� Fails to Answer All Parts 

� Undeveloped, minimal style 

� No introduction, conclusion, progression 

� Little or no Transitions; ineffective Word choice 

� Limited ideas, examples, evidence 

� Little use of evidence 

� Severe grammar errors 


