
Calamity Lesson Plan #1 

AP Language and Composition 

 

HEY KIDS!!! Guess what! You don’t have to read half the crap on this page.  Just skip down to 

the chart under Instructional Procedures on the next page. 

 

 

Lesson Summary: students will read an excerpt from “Literature and Science” by Matthew 

Arnold, then analyze and evaluate Arnold’s argument about the relationship between literature 

and science, then assert their own position on the philosophical relationship between the 

humanities (literature, history, art) and the sciences (mathematics, chemistry, biology, etc.). 

 

Estimated Duration: 40 minutes 

 

Standards Connection:  

• Standards for Reading Information Text: Cite strong and thorough textual 

evidence to support evaluative analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text (RI.9-10.1). Delineate and evaluate the argumenta nd 

specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is 

relevant and sufficient (RI.9-10.8) 

• Anchor Standards for Writing [1, 4]: Write arguments to support claims in an 

analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and 

sufficient evidence. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 

organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 

Materials and Resources: 

• Microsoft Word or another similar program in which to write the essay 

• Internet Connection and email account from which you can email Mr. Pastor the 

essay as an attachment. 

• Mr. Pastor’s email address: chris.pastor@wheelersburg.net 

 

Vocabulary: 

• Letters: an education focused on reading, particularly reading literatures, 

nonfiction prose, poetry, historical writing, etc. 

• Literary: relating to literature, fiction, nonfiction, essays, poetry, etc. 

 

Attachments: 

None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Instructional Procedures 

 

STEP 1: Look at the next page and read the text, taking notes as think about these two 

disciplines: literature and science 

STEP 2: Write an essay that asserts your own position on the relationship between the 

humanities (literature, history, art) and the sciences (mathematics, chemistry, biology, etc.). 

(3-4 pages, please) 

 

STEP 3: Save your document and email it to me at chris.pastor@wheelersburg.net  Please make 

sure you attach your essay. For information on how this will be graded, please consult the rubric 

on the next page 

 

STEP 4: Have a pleasant day of calamity. 

 

 

Assessment: students will be graded according to the rubric (see last page) based on their ability 

to assert their own position on the relationship between the humanities and the sciences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2016 AP
®
 ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION FREE-RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

 

Question 3 

 

(Suggested time—40 minutes. This question counts for one-third of the total essay section 

score.) 

 

For centuries, prominent theorists on education have pondered the relationship between the 

humanities (arts, literature, music, history, etc.) and the sciences (mathematics, technology, 

chemistry, etc.), ultimately asking the question, “What is the relationship between the humanities 

and the sciences?” 

 

Mark Twain postulated that people who failed to read good literature were not better than people 

who couldn’t read at all. Matthew Arnold feared that proponents of the sciences were going to 

advance scientific education at the expense of literature, history, and the arts.  In the twenty-first 

century, there has ben an increase in STEM schools dedicated to science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics 

 

Think about the differing views of education.  Then write an essay in which you explain your 

position on the relationship between the humanities and the sciences. Use appropriate evidence 

from your reading, experience, or observations to support your argument. 



Rubric: 

0- Not turned in 
 
1- Unacceptable due to incoherence or inappropriateness 
 
2- little success in developing the text 
  - not good at providing a definite evaluation or achieving a distinctive voice and style 
  - goes off on a tangent 
  - pretty weak writing with grammar errors, lack of development / control 
 
3- has all the qualities of a 4 
 - less success at developing a text 
 - less success at providing a definite evaluation or achieving a distinctive voice and style 
 - not very well written 
 
4. inadequate development of the text 
 - inadequate at providing a definite evaluation or achieving a distinctive voice and style 
 - writing is somewhat clear, but still weak 
 
5 - Develops the text, but only just enough 
 - Only barely provides a definite evaluation or achieves a distinctive voice and style 
 - clear evaluation, examples develop student's voice and style 
 - writing is clear, but not anything special 
 
6- Adequately develops the text 
 - Provides a clear evaluation and achieves a distinctive voice and style in a solid manner 
 - writing is generally clear and understandable 
 
7- everything from 6 
 - more complete, more thorough, more mature 
 
8 - Effectively provides an evaluation 
 - Contains a definite evaluation, distinctive voice, and original style 
 - May examine implications beyond the world created in the text 
 - Prose is authentic and convincing 
 - good control over elements of style in one's own writing 
 - doesn't have to be perfect 
 
9 - everything from an 8 

 - especially sophisticated and impressive 


