
Book Blurb  

AR Assignment 

 

A blurb is the book description you find on the back of a book or online to describe a book's 

contents. Blurbs are the second most important selling tool for a book, so you want it to 

grab the reader's attention. Your novel is hundreds of pages long, but you'll need to 

describe it in a few short paragraphs.  

1. Make it short. 

� Should stir curiosity rather than provide answers 

� Should “press the reader’s buttons” 

� Make them think “That’s what I need to know!” or “That sounds like me!” 

2. Make it punchy. 

� Use emotive words (Ex. ‘devastating’ or ‘spine chilling’ or ‘heart-wrenching’) 

� Blurb should motivate the reader to check out the book 

3. End with a reason for the reader to read the book. 

� Can be in the form of a statement or question 

Examples:  

� “Who is the spy on Sunrise Avenue?” 

� “Will the kids find out in time?” 

� “Be wise to their tricks! Don’t be a victim!” 

4. Don’t confuse a short blurb with a short synopsis. 

This is very important. The big difference is this: A synopsis is a summary of the 

whole story - beginning, middle and end. It tells the reader (usually an editor) what 

happens throughout the story - including what happens at the end and how 

everything is resolved. A back cover blurb does NOT give the game away! It 

stimulates interest and curiosity and therefore entices the reader to read the book. 

 

 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Spy in Sunrise Avenue by Marg McAlister 

Leon is suspicious when a strange white car 

parks outside his house. Why is it there? Who 

does it belong to? No one ever gets in - and no 

one ever gets out! So Leon gets the rest of the 

Sunrise Avenue kids on the case. Who is the spy 

in Sunrise Avenue? Will the kids find out in 

time? 

- Your Name 


